
THE BLUE BEAUTIES 
 
 
 
Blue is a very elegant colour… and the Breeds that are “dressed in blue”, despite of their 
structure and size, are also quite elegant and certainly fascinating.  
 
We refer to the Blue Breeds when talking about the Russian Blue, the Chartreux and the 
Korat. But we often also compare these breeds to another one that can be dressed of 
many other colours but still, for most amateurs, remains basically a blue gentleman. The 
British. 
 
A non expert eye can certainly mix these breeds at first sight because of the colour. This 
may not be the case when one knows a little bit better some of the most important details 
of each of them. 
The blue beauties are different in many aspects and, most importantly, they have different 
origins and traditions and have developed differently in harmonization with the places 
where they have been living and have developed. 
 
But we are not dealing here with the history of the breeds now... Let’s just talk and make a 
comparison among them from a technical point of view trying to explain how to recognize 
them. A more useful exercise, especially for those that are not yet so experts. 
 
These four breeds all have different body structures. 
The Russian Blue is a very elegant cat, with long body and high legs, well muscled but still 
with fine bones and with a long tail.  
The Chartreux is a strong built cat, with a broad, solid body of medium length and not so 
high legs. 
The Korat has a body of medium length with good broadness of the chest and very strong 
muscles on the legs that are proportioned to the body. 
The British has a very compact body, short, solid and massive. The legs are strong boned 
and short. 
 
As you can see, it is now a little bit easier to recognize the breeds already, only looking at 
their body shapes. 
Another interesting distinction is, for example, the size of these breeds. Keeping in mind 
that the females are generally much smaller than the males, especially for the Chartreux 
when this difference of size is very extreme, British and Chartreux are generally 
considered much larger in size when compared to the Korats and the Russian Blues. 
The word “medium” is used in the standards only for the Korat size and somehow for the 
Russian Blue, when describing their bone structure. 
There is also another interesting thing to note when you want to consider the weight of 
these cats, and it is the extraordinary weight of the Korat that, when compared to its size 
(medium), surprises quite a lot when you lift it. You would not expect such a weight in a 
medium sized cat! 
 
Summing up, as for the body of these breeds, the feeling that you have when you touch 
them is very different. Large and medium long body of good weight for the Chartreux, solid 
and short heavy body for the British, medium body but incredible weight for the Korat, and 
fine structure on an elegant body for the Russian. You can’t mistake it anymore! 
 



If we look now at the shape of the heads, we can still find quite a lot of differences. 
 
Basically, all breeds are supposed to have a good strong chin that is also in line, when 
viewed in profile, with the tip of the nose. Heads and bodies of all breeds must remain 
harmonious and in good balance. In this case, with the blue beauties, we will see how 
many different things there are in their heads that differ from one another and how much 
balance they still show although keeping their different identities and forms. 
The words that we can use when talking about the head shapes are mostly geometrical 
with one exception…  
 
The Russian Blue has an almost triangular shape of head, short in profile and made up of 
all straight lines. The nose is straight, the forehead is straight and, with the exception of 
prominent whiskers breaks, also the lines of the face are straight. 
The Chartreux head has the shape of a trapezium. Narrow at the top and broad and the 
base because of the developed and broad jowls. The profile is also straight sloping to the 
flat narrow top of head. 
The British has a massive and rounded shape of head, whatever side you see it. In profile, 
the forehead and top are rounded, from the front the roundness of the top and the face 
lines are also quite evident. The nose line is short, with a quite strong break at the 
forehead. 
The Korat is the exception. No geometrical shape can be used here because one of the 
peculiarities of this breed is just the shape of the head that is like a heart… Formed by the 
prominent eye ridges, separated by a light indentation, the lines of the face curve down to 
the chin to complete the shape. The profile shows a slight stop at the bridge of the nose 
and a downward curve at the nose leather, like that of the lions.  
 
And, obvious as it can be, also all other parts that are in the head are different in all four 
breeds. The eye shape and colour for example. What a difference! 
British blue must have deep orange or copper eye colour. The shape is round and large 
and they must be well opened.  
The Chartreux have golden eyes, almost copper and certainly never green. The shape is 
not too rounded and the setting a little bit slanting to the nose. 
The Russian blue eyes are vivid green with an aquamarine tone and are almond in shape. 
The Korat eyes are the colour of the Peridot stone or pure, intense green. They are round 
and so large and well opened, to look oversized to the face.. 
And, apart from the British that is supposed to have small and very low set ears, in all 
other three breeds the ears must be set up vertically on the head. 
 
But it is when you touch these breeds that you should be able to recognize them at once! 
Their coats are radically different from one another. The only similar thing is the length that 
is supposed to be short. Also the colour tone is different on them. Some are supposed to 
be paler than others and the colour is not equally distributed on the hair on all of them. 
It is really too easy to say only “blue”…  
Let’s find out how coat texture and colour are different: 
 
In the Korat the coat is fine and single, glossy and lying close to the body: when you feel a 
Korat coat, you should feel a short close-lying coat which should also allow you more 
easily to feel that important muscularity required by the standard. Your hand stays 
“superficial”.  
The colour is peculiar because each hair is divided into three shades: lighter at the root, 
darker in the middle and totally silver (no melanin) at the tip. If the body colour would be 



too light, the silver tip could not be very visible. That’s why it is preferable that it is medium 
blue. 
 
The Russian Blue’s coat is double, dense and standing up like plush. When you touch a  
Russian coat, your hand can go under the coat and the feeling is that of touching a beaver 
coat or a seal. Although the standard calls for a light to medium blue, light is preferred and 
the coat should have a distinct silvery “sheen” because of all the fur tips that are silver. 
Colour should be sound to the roots. 
  
The British coat is dense with good undercoat and is crisp to touch: when you put your 
hand on a British coat, you should feel a resistant crisp coat and your hand should 
disappear into it. The standard again calls for a light to medium blue. But in this case the 
light blue colour is certainly preferred. The Silver tipping is a fault and the colour should be 
sound to the roots. 
 
The Chartreux coat is very dense, double and with a woolly undercoat that makes it 
difficult for the fingers to go deep under it. As for the colour, medium blue is the one to 
prefer. Dark blue is also accepted unless there is uniformity in the colour on all the body, 
tail included. 
 
After this overview, I’m sure it will become a bit easier to identify a blue breed and keep it 
apart from the others.  
When the cat really expresses the standard, it is not difficult to recognize it. 
A bit more challenging is when, for example, a bad Korat becomes very similar to a bad 
Russian Blue and when a bad Chartreux looks like a British. This happens now and then 
and it is not a surprise that there comes some confusion. 
One confusing thing is, for example, the eye colour and shape of the Chartreux and the 
British. These two breeds have been crossed for some time in the past and still some 
features are mixed in them. When, for example, a Chartreux has very large and round 
eyes of deep copper colour most probably has some British in the bloodline not too far 
away… One of the reasons why, for example, the Chartreux tail is allotted 10 points in the 
Scale of Points is that the thickness and shortness of the Chartreux tail could resemble 
that of the British. And it should not be like that! Confusion may also arise because of the 
similar large size of the body and weight that is, in this case, quite a common feature 
between these two breeds as well as for the rounded shape of the head that in some 
Chartreux can be easily found. Crossing them is strictly forbidden since a long time now 
and selection is just there to make them look totally different. A beautiful Chartreux will 
never look like a British, in any of its aspects.  
Korats and Russian Blues are also quite different and certainly have never been mixed as 
far as our knowledge is aware of. But still the similar tone of green in the eye colour, the 
silver tips of the coat, may lead to a difficult distinction. Especially when, for example, a 
Russian Blue has round and large eyes. Or when a Korat has a very straight profile or 
slanting eyes. 
Here comes the correct selection and the hard work of the breeders to respect and follow 
the standards and make it possible for everybody to recognize a breed in few seconds, 
just looking at it. 
I’m sure now keeping these breeds apart is a little bit easier also for those that still believe 
that a blue cat is just a blue cat, which is definitely not the case J 
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